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Friday, October 10, Sunset Sandhill Crane Tour

Saturday & Sunday, October 11 - 12
Ridgefield, Washington

The American Kestrel -
Our Smallest Falcon
Gets Big Recognition!

This year’s featured bird is the
American kestrel. You’ll find him
and his mate gracing the front of
this year’s commemorative
BirdFest 2003 T-shirts. Artist
Patricia Velarde’s original water-
color artwork will be raffled during
BirdFest.  Tickets and T-shirts are
available at the Friends of Ridge-
field NWR headquarters booth in
the Ridgefield Community Center/
Birder’s Marketplace.

Welcome to BirdFest 2003!

The Friends of Ridgefield NWR
would like to welcome you to join
them in a celebration of seasons,
wildlife, and of natural and cultural
heritage provided by one of our
nation’s “wild” places - Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge.

This year marks the 100th anniver-
sary of the creation of the National
Wildlife Refuge System. From one
five-acre island grew the world’s
greatest system of lands for wildlife.
Come see for yourself and find out
what makes these lands special
places for people of all ages and
interests!

2003 Partners

The BirdFest Committee of the
Friends of Ridgefield NWR and
the Refuge staff would like to
express many thanks to all the
volunteers and sponsors who
make this endeavor possible. It is
their hope that because of your
experience and participation in
this festival, you have been
inspired to seek out other refuges
in the National Wildlife Refuge
System and appreciate all the
things they protect and preserve
for you, your family, and for future
generations.

If you have any comments or
would like to join us next year,
please feel free to contact us at
(360) 887-9495, or write to us via
e-mail at birdfest@hotmail.com.
You may also visit us on the web
at: www.ridgefieldfriends.org.

See you next year!

“The mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System is to
administer a national network of lands and waters for the

conservation, management, and where appropriate
restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant resources and
their habitats within the United States for the benefit of

present and future generations of Americans.”

HAPPY BIRTHDAY REFUGES
& Thank You President Theodore Roosevelt

for Establishing the Refuge System!!

Thank You Sponsors!

Rylander
Insurance Inc
Peggy Kerry,
Bart & Bob

Ridgefield Business
Association



BirdFest Committee:

Susan Tissot Chair, Friends of Ridgefield NWR
Yvette Donovan Co-Chair, FWS, Ridgefield NWR
Sydney Reisbick Sponsorships & Outdoor Refuge

Programs
Judy Bufford &
Jan Robinson Children’s Programs
Roger Haldeman Birder’s Marketplace
Liza Halpenny Marketing
Randall Pearl Facilities
Allene Wodaege Friday Night Kick-off Event
Paige Grening &
Brook Beeler Volunteer Coordinator

For information about joining the
Friends contact:

The Friends of Ridgefield NWR
PO Box 1022
Ridgefield, Washington 98642
(360) 887-4945
www.ridgefieldfriends.org

SPECIAL TOURS

Paddler’s Wildlife
& History Tour

       Enjoy viewing wildlife and following
 in the historic “wake” of our area’s

    most famous paddlers - Lewis & Clark!
Paddle alongside U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Wildlife Biologist Joe Engler and knowledgeable guides on the
gentle waters of Lake River and Bachelor Slough in between lands
of Ridgefield NWR.

The tour will take you on a leisurely trip down Lake River, around to
Bachelor Slough, then to the southern tip of the wildlife refuge’s
Bachelor Island.  The tour will stop at Bachelor Island beach for
lunch or a snack before returning back to the dock.

Participants are required to bring their own canoe or kayak (no
inflatables please) or rent one in town.  Also, bring your binoculars,
and a sack lunch or a snack.  Meet at the Port of Ridgefield’s
paddler’s dock at the west end of Division Street (see map) at
9:00 a.m. for this 4 hour tour.  Tour is free (except for your individual
kayak rental fees.)

Reservations are not required.  Just show up and join in on the fun!!
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Can you name the four major bird migration corridors, or
“flyways” for waterfowl and other birds?

Answers:  1. Atlantic, 2. Mississippi, 3. Central, 4. Pacific
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Although 96% of NWRS units are in the Lower 48 States, Hawaii, and
U.S. territories, 85% percent of Refuge System acreage is in Alaska.

Ridgefield NWR has recorded 226 species of birds, 23 species of
mammals,13 species of amphibians, and some 44 species of fish.

The smallest refuge is half-acre Mille Lacs NWR (MN); the largest is
Arctic NWR (AK) at 19.2 million acres.
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National Wildlife Refuge System
Did you know....

1903 saw  the establishment of the first national wildlife refuge,
Pelican Island NWR, at Pelican Island, Florida.

Today, the NWRS includes 542 national wildlife refuges and over
95-million acres.
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For information on how to get involved, visit the Ridgefield NWR booth at the
Birder’s Marketplace/Community Center or visit the plankhouse website at:
www.plankhouse.org.
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Ridgefield NWR Coming Attractions!! Building a Future for the
Past...The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in cooperation with the Lewis & Clark
Bicentennial Committee of Vancouver/Clark County, the Chinook Tribe and other
partners and volunteers are creating a full-scale replica of a Chinook-style cedar
plankhouse similar to one visited by Lewis & Clark at the Cathlapotle townsite once
located on present day Ridgefield NWR. The Cathlapotle Plankhouse Project will
serve as a center for natural and cultural heritage education for students and visitors
to the refuge.
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SPECIAL TOUR SUNDAY EVENING

Reservations are Required! Cost - $35.00/person
Tour Space is Limited to 25 Participants!

What better way to top-off an excellent evening of viewing the refuge’s
magnificent sandhill cranes than with a delicious serving of dinner, wine
and dessert at Ridgefield’s most charming restaurant - The Pioneer
Street Cafe.  Following Sunday evening’s crane tour, meet at the Cafe
where you will be joined by Thomas J. Hoffmann of the West Coast
Crane Working Group of the International Crane Foundation, your U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service crane tour guide, and a representative of the
Sandhill Winery of Benton, Washington.  Your dinner wine will be served
in a complimentary glass etched with an image of a sandhill crane, yours
to keep as a memento of this special evening filled with good food, drink,
music, and conversation.

Menu
Hors d’oeurves

Stuffed Loin Pork Chops or Vegetarian Lasagna
Butternut Squash Ravioli with Brown Sugar and Sage Sauce

Organic locally grown Baby Green Salad
Bread Sticks

Dessert - Coffee
Sandhill Wine

 When:     Sunday, October 12, immediately
    following the Crane Tour

   Cost:     $35.00 per person (includes Tour & Dinner)
Where:     The Pioneer Street Cafe, 207 Pioneer

    Reservations Req’d.:     Call (360) 887-9495 (message phone) or
    e-mail: birdfest@hotmail.com

Sunset
with the Sandhill Cranes

 & Dinner at the Pioneer Street Cafe
in OldTown Ridgefield
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Reservations are Required! Cost - $15.00/person
Tour Space is Limited to 25 Participants!

Join the staff of Ridgefield NWR on a special tour to a sanctuary area of
the refuge where sandhill cranes have traditionally come in to roost each
night while migrating through and wintering on the refuge.  You will be in
complete awe and amazement as you gaze overhead and see hundreds
of these birds making their way to a refuge wetland.  Hear the cranes
sound off their unique “good-nights” as they settle in for a well deserved
evening of rest after a busy day of feeding in nearby fields!

Please dress appropriately for the weather outdoors, wear comfortable
walking shoes (there will be a short walk to the watch-site), and bring your
binoculars.  Tours will depart in BirdFest vans at 4:30 p.m. from the
Birder’s Marketplace (Ridgefield Community Center) and will return after the
tour.

Reservations are required.  Space is limited to 25 people per tour and is
available on a first-come, first-served basis.

 When:      Friday & Saturday, October 10 & 11
   Cost:     $15.00 per person

     Reservations Req’d:     Call (360) 887-9495 (message phone) or
    e-mail: birdfest@hotmail.com

Your reservation will be confirmed upon receipt of your tour fee.  Tickets
for any remaining tour spaces will be available for purchase the day of the
tours at the Friends of Ridgefield NWR Information Booth in the Birder’s
Marketplace (applies to Sunday’s dinner tour also.)

SPECIAL TOURS FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENING

Sunset
with the Sandhill Cranes


